FIGURE 2-2

Powers of National and State Governments

National Government Powers
Coin money

Regulate interstate and foreign commerce
Tax imports and exports

Make treaties

Make all laws “necessary and proper”
to fulfill responsibilities

Make war
Regulate postal system

Powers Denied

Tax state exports
Change state boundaries
Impose religious tests

Pass laws in conflict with the
Bill of Rights

Concurrent Powers

Tax

Borrow money

Charter banks and corporations
Take property (eminent domain)

Make and enforce laws and
administer a judiciary

State Government Powers
Run elections
Regulate intrastate commerce

Establish republican forms of state and
local government

Protect public health, safety, and morals

All powers not delegated to the national
government or denied to the states by the
Constitution

Powers Denied

Tax imports and exports

Coin money

Enter into treaties

Impair obligation of contracts

Enter compacts with other states without
congressional consent

Source: Adapted from Samuel Kernell, Gary C. Jacobson, and Thad Kousser, The Logic of American Politics, 6th ed. (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2013), Figure 3-2.




